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Parasites 

Pesticides 

Poverty

spiritual enemy 
  

Poisoned thinking 
  

spiritual Environment 

the death of a hive



The greatest threat groups face is not the presence 
of danger but the unwillingness to identify the 
danger properly and respond to it appropriately.



Romans 1:18–32  
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Resistance to God results in darkened thinking and 
darkened thinking ends in bad behavior.



SPIRITUAL REBELLION RESULTS IN 
DARKENED THINKING

For although they knew God, they neither glorified him 
as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 
became futile and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.  

Romans 1:21



1 in 4 adults in the U.S.  
suffer from mental health issues. 

This statistic is just as true for  
Christians and pastoral staff



ROMANS 1 DESCRIBES THE PROGRESSION  
TO CORRUPTED THINKING

Although they claimed to be wise, they became 
fools and exchanged the glory of the immortal God 
for images made to look like a mortal human being and 
birds and animals and reptiles.  

Romans 1:22–23



5 Movements 
  

1. God’s Revelation 
  

2. Our Rebellion 
  

3. Our Result 
  

4. Our Replacement 
  

5. God’s Response 



CORRUPTED THINKING LEADS TO AN 
EXHAUSTIVE LIST OF TOXIC ACTIVITY

Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile 
to retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them 
over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought 
not to be done. 

Romans 1:28



For Paul, unhealthy behavior falls  
into one of two categories: 

  
1. The way we treat God  

  

2. The way we treat one another



• Envy 
• Murder 
• Strife 
• Deceit 
• Malice

• Gossips 
• Slanderers 
• God-haters 
• Insolent 
• Arrogant 
• Boastful

• Invent ways of doing 
evil 

• Disobey their parents 
• Have no understanding 
• Have no fidelity 
• Show no love 
• Show no mercy



CORRUPTED THINKING RESULTS  
IN SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS



Acts 13:6–11  
They traveled through the whole island until they came 
to Paphos. There they met a Jewish sorcerer and false 
prophet named Bar-Jesus, who was an attendant of the 
proconsul, Sergius Paulus. The proconsul, an intelligent 
man, sent for Barnabas and Saul because he wanted to 
hear the word of God. But Elymas the sorcerer (for that 
is what his name means) opposed them and tried to turn 
the proconsul from the faith. Then Saul, who was also 
called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked straight



at Elymas and said, “You are a child of the devil and an 
enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all 
kinds of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop 
perverting the right ways of the Lord? Now the hand of 
the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a 
time, not even able to see the light of the sun.” 

Acts 13:6–11 



People who don’t want to see  
the truth about God are already blind




