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Conflict is inevitable. Wrong must be made right, 
issues must be acknowledged, and problems must be 
solved.



Why does conflict exist? 
  

1. Lack of common understanding 
  

2. Poor communication skills 
  

3. Unclear expectations 
  

4. Power plays and manipulation 
  

5. Bad behavior



Conflict is not an obstacle to avoid 
but an obstacle to overcome.



How can conflict  
lead to communion? 



When butting heads causes us 
to put off our old self

You were taught, with regard to your former way of 
life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted 
by its deceitful desires. 

Ephesians 4:22



When butting heads causes us 
to put on our new self

To be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to 
put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness and holiness. 

Ephesians 4:23-24



Dealing with conflict in the new 
self invites us to 
  

1. Admit it exists 
  

2. Analyze the situation 
  

3. Communicate 
  

4. Listen and ask questions



When butting heads causes us  
to choose the new community

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and 
speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all 
members of one body... and do not give the devil a 
foothold. 

Ephesians 4:25, 27 



Be Christ-Like 
1. Control our emotions 

Proverbs 15:18

2. Respect others 
Matthew 5:23-24

3. Maintain community 
Matthew 18:15-17



Be Realistic
1. Conflicts are not always bad  
  

2. Conflicts are not always resolvable



Be Focused

3. Partial agreement  
Acts 15:36–40

1. No agreement but acceptance 
Acts 15:1–2

2. Full agreement 
Acts 15:5–21



When we agree we are members of one body, conflict 
is a gift. It sanctifies us, leading us to consciously 
choose the mind of Christ for the benefit of Christ’s 
work in the world through His church. 




