PROPHET



So Christ himself gave the apostles,
the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers,
to equip his people for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and

become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the
fullness of Christ.



When the Lord was about to take Elijah up
to heaven in a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their
way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay
here; the Lord has sent me to Bethel.” But Elisha said,
“As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, | will not
leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. The
company of the prophets at Bethel came out to Elisha
and asked, “Do you know that the Lord is going to take
your master from you today?” “Yes, | know,” Elisha
replied, “so be quiet.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay




here, Elisha: the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” And he

replied, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, | will
not leave you.” So they went to Jericho. The company of
the prophets at Jericho went up to Elisha and asked him,
“Do you know that the Lord is going to take your master
from you today?” “Yes, | know,” he replied, “so be
quiet.” Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; the Lord has
sent me to the Jordan.” And he replied, “As surely as
the Lord lives and as you live, | will not leave you.” So the
two of them walked on. Fifty men from the company of



the prophets went and stood at a distance, facing the

place where Elijah and Elisha had stopped at the

Jordan. Elijah took his cloak, rolled it up and struck the

water with it. The water divided to the right and to the
left, and the two of them crossed over on dry ground.



So if the whole church comes
together and everyone speaks in tongues, and inquirers
or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out
of your mind? But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes
in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of
sin and are brought under judgment by all, as the
secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will fall
down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among
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you.



Two or three prophets should
speak, and the others should weigh caretfully what is
said. And if a revelation comes to someone who is sitting
down, the first speaker should stop. For you can all
prophesy in turn so that everyone may be instructed
and encouraged. The spirits of prophets are subject to
the control of prophets. For God is not a God of

disorder but of peace—as in all the congregations of the
Lord’s people.



A certain ruler asked him, “Good teacher,
what must | do to inherit eternal life?” “Why do you call
me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except
God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall not
commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not
steal, you shall not give false testimony, honor your
father and mother.”” “All these | have kept since | was a
boy,” he said. When Jesus heard this, he said to
him, “You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven. Then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he
became very sad, because he was very wealthy.



When Cephas came to Antioch, |
opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned.
For before certain men came from James, he used to
eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began
to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles
because he was afraid of those who belonged to the
circumcision group. The other Jews joined him in his

hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was
led astray.



During this time some prophets came
down from Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named
Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman
world. (This happened during the reign ot Claudius.) The
disciples, as each one was able, decided to provide
help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. This

they did, sending their gift to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul.




We continued our voyage from Tyre and
landed at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and
sisters and stayed with them for a day. Leaving the next
day, we reached Caesarea and stayed at the house of
Philip the evangelist, one of the Seven. He had four
unmarried daughters who prophesied. After we had
been there a number of days, a prophet named
Agabus came down from Judea. Coming over to us, he
took Paul’s belt, tied his own hands and feet with it and
said, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this way the Jewish
leaders in Jerusalem will bind the owner of this belt and




will hand him over to the Gentiles.”” When we heard
this, we and the people there pleaded with Paul not to
go up to Jerusalem. Then Paul answered, “Why are you
weeping and breaking my heart? | am ready not only to
be bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of

the Lord Jesus.” When he would not be dissuaded, we
gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”
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