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JOSHUA 24:1-15 
Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at 
Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, judges 
and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves 
before God. 
  

Joshua said to all the people, “This is what the Lord, 
the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, 
including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, 
lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped 
other gods. But I took your father Abraham from the 
land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout 
Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him



Isaac, and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned 
the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his 
family went down to Egypt. 
  

“‘Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the 
Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you out. 
When I brought your people out of Egypt, you came 
to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with 
chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. But 
they cried to the Lord for help, and he put darkness 
between you and the Egyptians; he brought the sea 
over them and covered them. You saw with your own 



eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you lived in 
the wilderness for a long time. 
  

“‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived 
east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but I 
gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from 
before you, and you took possession of their land. 
When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, 
prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam 
son of Beor to put a curse on you. But I would not 
listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, 
and I delivered you out of his hand.



“‘Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. 
The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did also 
the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, 
Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them 
into your hands. I sent the hornet ahead of you, which 
drove them out before you—also the two Amorite 
kings. You did not do it with your own sword and 
bow. So I gave you a land on which you did not toil 
and cities you did not build; and you live in them and 
eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not 
plant.’



“Now fear the Lord and serve him with all 
faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors 
worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in Egypt, 
and serve the Lord. But if serving the Lord seems 
undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this 
day whom you will serve, whether the gods your 
ancestors served beyond the Euphrates, or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as 
for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.” 
  

JOSHUA 24:1-15



JOSHUA 24:25-28 
On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, 
and there at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees 
and laws. And Joshua recorded these things in the Book 
of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it 
up there under the oak near the holy place of the Lord. 
  

“See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a 
witness against us. It has heard all the words the Lord 
has said to us. It will be a witness against you if you are 
untrue to your God.” 
  

Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own 
inheritance.



Joshua gathers the people for worship 
and scatters the people for mission.



The “Gather and Scatter” Principle 

The “gathering” exists to mobilize for 
mission. 

Our success is measured by who we send, 
not who we seat.



ACTS 2:1–2 
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 
together in one place. Suddenly a sound like the 
blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 
filled the whole house where they were sitting.



ACTS 2:40–41 
With many other words he warned them; and he 
pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this 
corrupt generation.” Those who accepted his 
message were baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day.



ACTS 2:46–47 
Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising 
God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved.



ACTS 8:1b 
On that day a great persecution broke out against the 
church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were 
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.



Philip → Samaria → Samaritans 

Philip → Judea → Ethopian eunuch → Africans 

Ananais → Damascus → Paul → Jerusalem → Jews 

Peter → Joppa → Cornelius → Caesarea → Romans



ACTS 11:19–21 
Now those who had been scattered by the 
persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed 
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, 
spreading the word only among Jews. Some of them, 
however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to 
Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling 
them the good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s 
hand was with them, and a great number of people 
believed and turned to the Lord.



“Those who had been scattered” 



Those gathered in Jerusalem,  
scattered from Jerusalem.



The Spirit scatters the gathered to  
reach more people in more places.



1 CORINTHIANS 9:22b-23 
I have become all things to all people so that by all 
possible means I might save some. I do all this for the 
sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.


