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THE SHILOAH (SILOAM) POOL
AND TEMPLE WORSHIP

From Shiloah to the Temple Mount

"The pouring out of the water took place
thus: He [the priest] would fill a golden flask
holding three logs [liquid measure] with
water from Shiloah...” (Mishnah, Sukkah 4:9)

The importance of the Pool of Shiloah during the Second
lemple period is known from the ancient sources. Water
drawn from the Shiloah was poured on the Temple
altar on the festival of Sukkot (Tabernacles). Shiloah
water was used in the purification rite performed

after contact with the dead. Archaeologists Reich and

Shukron suggest that the pilgrims also used the pool
as a ritual bath in which to purify themselves before

ascending to the Temple.
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Luke 19:41-44
pg. 1055
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