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The angel of the Lord came and sat down 
under the oak in Ophrah that belonged to 
Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon 
was threshing wheat in a winepress to keep 
it from the Midianites. When the angel of 
the Lord appeared to Gideon, he said, “The 
Lord is with you, mighty warrior.”



“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but 
if the Lord is with us, why has all this 
happened to us? Where are all his wonders 
that our ancestors told us about when they 
said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of 
Egypt?’ But now the Lord has abandoned 
us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 

Judges 6:11–13



The Lord turned to him and said, “Go in the 
strength you have and save Israel out of 
Midian’s hand. Am I not sending you?” 
“Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but 
how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in 
my family.” 

Judges 6:14–15
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The Lord answered, “I will be with you, and 
you will strike down all the Midianites, 
leaving none alive.” 

Judges 6:16



Gideon replied, “If now I have found favor 
in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really 
you talking to me. Please do not go away 
until I come back and bring my offering 
and set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I 
will wait until you return.” 



Gideon went inside, prepared a young 
goat, and from an ephah of flour he made 
bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a 
basket and its broth in a pot, he brought 
them out and offered them to him under 
the oak. The angel of God said to him, 
“Take the meat and the unleavened bread, 
place them on this rock, and pour out the 
broth.” And Gideon did so. 

Judges 6:17–20



Then the angel of the Lord touched the 
meat and the unleavened bread with the 
tip of the staff that was in his hand. Fire 
flared from the rock, consuming the meat 
and the bread. And the angel of the  
Lord disappeared. 



When Gideon realized that it was the angel 
of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign 
Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face 
to face!” But the Lord said to him, “Peace! 
Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 
So Gideon built an altar to the Lord there 
and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day 
it stands in Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 

Judges 6:21–24



So because Gideon broke down Baal’s 
altar, they gave him the name Jerub-Baal 
that day, saying, “Let Baal contend with 
him.” 

Judges 6:32



Early in the morning, Jerub-Baal (that is, 
Gideon) and all his men camped at the 
spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was 
north of them in the valley near the hill of 
Moreh. The Lord said to Gideon, “You have 
too many men. I cannot deliver Midian into 
their hands, or Israel would boast against 
me, ‘My own strength has saved me.’



Now announce to the army, ‘Anyone who 
trembles with fear may turn back and leave 
Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two thousand 
men left, while ten thousand remained. 

Judges 7:1–3



But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still 
too many men. Take them down to the 
water, and I will thin them out for you 
there. If I say, ‘This one shall go with you, 
he shall go; but if I say, ‘This one shall not 
go with you,’ he shall not go.” So Gideon 
took the men down to the water. There the 
Lord told him, “Separate those who lap the 
water with their tongues as a dog laps 
from those who kneel down to drink.”



Three hundred of them drank from cupped 
hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got 
down on their knees to drink. The Lord said 
to Gideon, “With the three hundred men 
that lapped I will save you and give the 
Midianites into your hands. Let all the 
others go home.” So Gideon sent the rest 
of the Israelites home but kept the three 
hundred, who took over the provisions and 
trumpets of the others. 

Judges 7:4–8



Gideon made the gold into an ephod, 
which he placed in Ophrah, his town. All 
I s rae l p rost i tu ted them-se lves by 
worshiping it there, and it became a snare 
to Gideon and his family. 

Judges 8:27



Family of origin: Gideon 
Community of peers: Jerub-Baal 

  

King of Creation: Mighty Warrior



The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty 
Warrior who saves. He will take great 
delight in you; in his love he will no longer 
rebuke you, but will rejoice over you  
with singing.” 

Zephaniah 3:17




